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          ne boy. One girl. Each of their mothers wept tears of joy as they 
came into the world, but that joy was quickly cut short. The world 
they came home to was overflowing with pain. He was eight when his 
father left. She was just a baby. Abuse. Visitation rights given and then 
taken away. Parents who show up sometimes. Police who show up all 
the time.

With joy and hope,

O

Later, the boy and girl meet at school, violently grasping for what their 
hearts long for. They just want to belong. It’s no wonder the gang
seems like a place to fit in. When she realizes she is pregnant, the 
community is quick to point her to the neighborhood abortion clinic.

Where is the love, she wonders. And he is thinking the same thing.

This story is like a movie that plays over and over at Alpha Grand 
Rapids. Each day the main character and plot changes ever so slightly. 
While some clients don’t fit this mold at all, many have a story that 
reads more like a horror movie than real life.

Who sees all this pain?

Jesus sees. We know that at the moment a new life is conceived, the 
greater chaos has the opportunity to yield to Jesus. Terrified people 
walk into hope as they enter Alpha’s doors. They literally feel 
something different. Inside is life, support, and joy. 

Where is the love, she wonders. It’s inside Alpha. And he is thinking the 
same thing.

Thanks for joining us this past year, giving 1,100 families through 
6,797 client visits the chance to experience abundant life.
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Motivated by the love of Christ, Alpha Grand Rapids (AGR) promotes 
abundant life by offering comprehensive services to women and men 

affected by unplanned pregnancies. AGR encompasses Alpha Women’s 
Center and Alpha Men’s Center, providing free programs to individuals 

and families through the following departments:

ABOUT AGR

WE ARE ALPHA GRAND RAPIDS!

        ara* found out she was pregnant shortly after her boyfriend was 
sentenced to several years in prison. She felt alone and wondered if 
she was capable of being a mother, so she reached out to AGR. When 
she came in to meet with our medical staff, they recognized that Sara 
was abortion-vulnerable and offered an ultrasound. After Sara heard 
her baby’s heartbeat and saw the tiny body on the screen, she was 
determined to move forward with the pregnancy.

Sara enrolled in the Pregnancy Education class at AGR, where she 
learned about prenatal care, how her baby was developing during 
pregnancy, labor and delivery options, and basic infant care. She 
earned a pack ‘n play, as well as other necessities, by attending all of 
the classes.

After her daughter was born, Sara signed up for the Step Up Program 
and began meeting regularly with a mentor. After several months, she 
decided to accept Christ and committed to attending church regularly. 
She has continued working with her mentor to learn more about 
parenting techniques and how to have healthy boundaries in 
relationships.

Thanks to you, women like Sara can come to Alpha Grand Rapids 
when they need support. Thank you for giving Sara the opportunity 
to choose life for her daughter and find abundant life in Jesus!

S

*Name changed to protect confidentiality



MEDICAL SERVICES
Walk-in pregnancy tests administered by trained personnel
Limited ultrasounds facilitated by a certified sonographer
STD testing performed by medical professionals

    fter Camila* left an abusive relationship, she felt hopeful that she 
and her children would be able to start fresh. Camila wasn’t planning 
on another child, but after she started dating a new boyfriend she 
found out she was pregnant. She came to Alpha Grand Rapids for an 
ultrasound and decided to continue the pregnancy. 

A few weeks later, Camila found out that her baby had a serious 
medical condition. The doctors carefully monitored her for the rest 
of the pregnancy, which made Camila very nervous. She remained in 
touch with the staff at AGR and asked for prayer for her child.

Camila met regularly with Lori, our sonographer. Lori helped Camila 
think about her goals both as a mother and for herself personally. “It 
was so helpful to come and talk to Lori. She always listens to me and 
gives me support,” Camila said. “She gets it.” Camila was also able to 
earn Alpha Bucks to purchase items that helped her get ready for the 
baby. 

Camila’s son was born and had to have major surgery almost 
immediately. Doctors will continue to monitor him closely, but Camila 
has been able to take him home. While helping her son thrive, Camila 
has also invested in herself by enrolling in college and working 
towards her dream of becoming a teacher.

Because of you, women like Camila find the strength to choose life for 
their unborn children despite challenging circumstances. Thank you 
for impacting her life and the lives of her children!

A
Options counseling for those in a crisis pregnancy

*Name changed to protect confidentiality



Ultrasounds

Decisions to Continue 
with the Pregnancy

MEDICAL SERVICES

96

89

Pregnancy Tests 220

STD Tests 17



SUPPORT SERVICES

One-on-one mentoring for women and 
coaching for men
Single Moms Support Group

Haircuts

“I know now that I am a strong, motivated 
woman and that I have worth.”



SUPPORT SERVICES

            hen Jamie* moved to Grand Rapids with her children in 2013, 
she found herself feeling completely alone and isolated. She began 
searching for a place to belong and found herself at Alpha Grand 
Rapids, where she joined the Single Moms Support Group (SMSG). She 
began attending every Friday and plugged wholeheartedly into the 
community that SMSG provided.

“I have learned so much about myself through this group,” Jamie says. 
“I know now that I am a strong, motivated woman and that I have 
worth. I have also learned how to set healthy boundaries, which is 
something I needed to do.”

At the core of every AGR program is a desire to point people towards 
Jesus. SMSG did this for Jamie. “Being part of this group helped me 
understand how important a relationship with God is,” Jamie says. “I 
know now that God wants the best for me, and with His help I have 
learned to parent my children in a more loving way.”

Jamie will be graduating out of the SMSG program this year, and we 
could not be more proud of the progress she has made in her life since 
she first came to AGR. She has worked multiple jobs to support her 
family and has also been attending college. Her children are happy, 
healthy, and thriving. Most importantly, Jamie has continued 
developing her faith and is modeling that to her children as well. “I 
know I can do anything I set my mind to with the help of the Lord and 
with people praying for my success,” says Jamie. “I hope the next mom 
will take all that SMSG has to offer them just like I did.”

Your support gives people like Jamie a place to belong and the 
opportunity to realize all the Jesus has to offer them!

W

Mentoring 
Visits

3,197
Haircuts
101

SMSG
Visits

501
SMSG 

Childcare Visits

404

*Name changed to protect confidentiality



EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES
Pregnancy Education
Parenting Classes
GED Completion Program
English as a Second Language
Spanish Support Group

          mayah* joined the GED Completion Program at AGR in 2018 
determined to find a way to better support her two daughters. The 
staff and volunteers at AGR immediately recognized how hardworking 
and motivated Amayah was. She was working a full-time job in a 
factory and had also started a side business creating and selling items. 
Despite her busy work schedule, Amayah attended the GED class 
faithfully and even came early to study and take practice tests on the 
computers at AGR.

Amayah was able to pass all four of her GED tests within six months, 
which is about half the time it takes the average student. Despite her 
excitement at graduating, she expressed sadness at having to leave 
the class that had become her community. She had also become a 
Christian during her time in the program and wanted to learn more 
about Jesus. AGR staff was quick to connect her to the Step Up 
Program so she could receive a mentor and continue getting support.

In addition to starting the Step Up Program soon, Amayah has also 
applied to Cornerstone University (CU). Through AGR’s partnership 
with CU, individuals like Amayah can continue their education beyond 
their GED. Amayah’s goal is to receive a degree that will help her work 
her way up within her current job and continue developing her side 
business of creating and selling products.

You make it possible for people like Amayah to find a supportive 
community, further their education, and find a relationship with Jesus
all at the same time!

A

*Name changed to protect confidentiality



EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES

1,569 Total Educational Services Visits

213 Number of Students Attending Classes

694 Educational Services Childcare Visits

11 Total GED Graduates in 2018



MATERIAL RESOURCES
Diapers, baby food, and formula
Infant and children’s clothing up to size 6
Maternity clothing
New car seats and pack ‘n plays
Winter coats, boots, hats, and gloves

In 2018 the community generously donated

254,650 items worth $472,186

            here is no way we could supply our kids with enough clothes if 
we didn’t have Alpha,” Ava* says. “Since I was able to get them everyday 
clothing at Alpha, we were able to save up money to buy them brand 
new Easter outfits at the store to wear to church. They looked so cute!”

Ava and her boyfriend have two young children together. They work 
hard to support their family, but it wouldn’t be enough to make ends 
meet if Ava wasn’t able to attend AGR programs and earn items such as 
diapers, formula, and clothing from the store.

“What I love about Alpha’s store is that I can make choices about what I 
want to spend my Alpha Bucks on,” Ava says. While she typically focuses 
on the necessities, she has also found some fun items to enjoy. “You 
never know what you are going to find in the store, and I love when 
there are little surprises. One time I got a Star Wars plug-in inflatable, 
which my kids loved! We put it on the front porch – it’s a great 
conversation piece for the neighbors.”

Winter can be an especially challenging time for our clients, many of 
whom lack reliable transportation and must walk or ride the bus 
everywhere during the cold, snowy months. “In the winter, I see so 
many kids without warm coats and hats,” Ava says. “I’m so thankful that 
I can get these things at Alpha for our kids so they aren’t cold.”

Families like Ava’s are blessed with items that meet basic needs and
bring joy because of your generosity. Thank you!

“T

WE DISTRIBUTED:

*Name changed to protect confidentiality



MATERIAL RESOURCES

In 2018 the community generously donated

254,650 items worth $472,186

95,892 60128,000+
Articles of Clothing Diapers Cans of Formula

“I can make choices about what I want to 
spend my Alpha Bucks on.”

WE DISTRIBUTED:



MEN’S CENTER
Options counseling for those in a crisis pregnancy
Coaching
Job and Career Support
GED Completion Program
English as a Second Language
Single Dads Suport Group
Parenting Class

Total of 54 men served throughout 
the year at 202 visits



Options counseling for those in a crisis pregnancy
Coaching
Job and Career Support

MEN’S CENTER

      he road to opening Alpha Men’s Center has been more 
challenging than we ever imagined. In 2018, we went through a roller 
coaster of experiences. The highs included hiring Stacey Baker as the 
Men’s Center Director, cheering with our neighbors as we watched 
the old building get demolished, celebrating over the new foundation 
being poured, and seeing others come alongside this project through 
prayer and giving! These successes contrasted sharply with the lows of 
weather delays, permitting issues, and construction problems. As we 
approached the end of the year, we found ourselves feeling 
discouraged by how far we still had to go.

Isn’t that always when God shows up?

Towards the end of 2018, Ada Bible Church contacted us to say that 
they had selected Alpha Men’s Center as their year-end giving project. 
Their four campuses, comprised of 9,000 people, were made aware of 
this project and were invited to financially contribute towards the 
Capital Campaign. We anticipated anywhere from $30,000 to $100,000 
to come in, but instead we were blown away when the church 
presented us with $250,000! It felt like new life was breathed into the 
Men’s Center project at a time when encouragement was desperately 
needed.

Praise God for placing such an incredible community of believers in 
West Michigan! With your help and support, men in our neighborhood 
will soon have a space where they can grow as fathers, leaders, and 
followers of Christ. Thank you for being on this journey with us.

T

Total of 54 men served throughout 
the year at 202 visits

April: hired 
Men’s Center Director

August: demolished 
old building

October: foundation 
of new building poured



Total Expenses
$1,288,347

DONATIONS

In-kind Cash Capital Campaign

$616,028 $662,587 $163,898

Total Revenue

$1,442,513

2018 Financials

2019 Budget

EXPENSES

*Form 990 reflects an additional $471,621 in pledges over 5 years

In-kind   |  $600,000

Cash   |  $923,000

Audited statements by James H. Quist, CPA, PLC are available by request.

Development

Administration

$118,528
$172,312

Program

$997,507



INCOME SOURCES

Individuals

volunteer hours
valued at

13,893

$343,018

56%

FINANCIALS

2019 Budget

Total Need

$2,242,000

Operations Capital Campaign

In-kind   |  $600,000

Cash   |  $923,000

In-kind   |  $278,000

Cash   |  $441,000

Administration

$172,312

Assets Liabilities Net Assets

$1,431,739 $288,919 $1,142,820

Churches17%

Foundations16%

Businesses11%



GET INVOLVED IN AGR!
We believe that everyone is called to promote abundant life in 
their own, unique way. Whether you feel called to pray for AGR 
on a regular basis, donate financially, volunteer your time, or 
attend an event, your involvement is needed and valued.

www.alphagrandrapids.org    616.742.0242
communications@alphagrandrapids.org

Alpha Grand Rapids is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. 
All financial and in-kind donations are tax-deductible.

LEARN

Take a tour of our facility to better understand the  
impact you can have in this community through 
partnership with AGR.

Invite AGR to speak to your congregation, small group, 
or Sunday school class. Customized presentations can 
address topics like the sanctity of human life, the 
importance of local missions, or an abundant life 
worldview.

For more information, contact 
nkropiewnicki@alphagrandrapids.org

PRAY

We welcome individuals or groups on-site to pray for 
our community, clients, volunteers, and staff.

Join our Prayer Partner team to receive regular prayer 
requests and updates via email. 

Contact communications@alphagrandrapids.org to join 
this important team.



PRAY

INVEST

Your investment directly impacts families in our 
community. 
Become a Partner for Life (PFL) by giving monthly. 
Regular gifts provide consistent support for our 
programs and allow us to meet monthly budget needs. 
We currently receive $13,388 each month from 110 
PFLs, and we need at least $20,000 per month!

Give a one-time gift via check or online.

Donate new or gently used items you no longer need 
including:
     Clothing (preemie to 6T) and maternity clothing
     Infant & children’s necessities
     Winter items (coats, hats, and boots) in any size
For a detailed list, visit alphagrandrapids.org/donate  

ENGAGE

Be a part of our vital volunteer team through one of 
15 unique roles. Whether you enjoy working directly 
with clients or prefer behind-the scenes work, there 
is a volunteer position for you! Roles include:
     Mentor or Coach (one-on-one with clients)
     Classroom Facilitator or Tutor
     Cook for Support Group Meals
     Inventory Volunteer
     Childcare Helper
     Security
     Administrative Support

Visit alphagrandrapids.org/get-involved for more 
information!

Mark your calendar now to join us at our 2019 events!
     Banquet: October 9 at Frederik Meijer Gardens
     #GivingTuesday: December 3
     Christmas Open House: December 12



WALK FOR LIFE BANQUET

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

  Bronze Sponsors

Champion of Life

Guardian of Life

Defender of Life

DLS Servicing Consultants LLC

DVS
Porous Pave, Inc.

Vander Kodde Construction 
Co., Inc.

Harvest Health Foods

Right Touch Painting

Valley City Linen

Culver CPA Group

Luurtsema Sales, Inc.

Two Men And A Truck

DLS Servicing Consultants LLC

Ritchie Marketing

Steven’s Design and Fabrication, Inc.

Stoney Creek Fisheries & 
Equipment, Inc.

Culver CPA Group

Vander Kodde Construction Co., Inc.
Two Men And A Truck

DVS

Grand Rapids Industrial Process 
Service Inc.

Potjer Financial Resources
Pioneer Construction

Applied Imaging

Luurtsema Sales

Grand Connection

Multi-Automatic Tool & Supply Co.

DTE Energy

Right Touch Painting
SCS

Vista Springs

Dutch Treat Foods

2018 CORPORATE SPONSORS
Thank you for supporting Alpha Grand Rapids!

Lauren Herlein
Material Resources 

Manager
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Thank you for supporting Alpha Grand Rapids!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Scotty Kehoe, Board President
Regional Relations Manager, DTE Energy
Wade Wyant, Board Vice President
Founder, Red Wagon Advisors
Patti Kenyon, Board Treasurer
Retired, Director of Finance

Julie Horning, Board Secretary
Territorial Manager, Olympus Corp. of America

Colleen Geisel, Non-voting member
Executive Director, Alpha Grand Rapids

Christina Thelen
Owner, Grand Connection
Curtis Thompson
Adult Ministries Pastor, Kentwood
Community Church

Luke VanKlompenberg MD
Physician, Holland Hospital

Jane Hennip
Executive Director, StoryPoint Senior Living

STAFF

Stacey Baker
Men’s Center Director

Kalie Bunce
Marketing Director

Karen Dykstra
Operations Director

Doretha Copeland
Volunteer Manager

Colleen Geisel
Executive Director

Ruth Gillesse
Director of  Client 

Services

Lauren Herlein
Material Resources 

Manager

Lupita Groth
Client Services Assistant

Megan Pearson
Marketing Coordinator

Nancy Kropiewnicki
Development Director

Lori Potter
Sonographer

Donna Wood
Nurse

Carrie Shoesmith
Single Moms Suport 
Group Coordinator

Stephanie Sheler
Women’s Center 

Director

Monique Ouellette
Educational Services 

Manager

BOARD & STAFF

Annika Gilkes
Adminstrative Partner




